Different kinds of radio programmes

and how suitable they are for London Link Radio

What can you do in 30 minutes?

Type
Description/what is involved
How suitable?

Live presenter-led music show, eg. most music radio shows
· in the studio as it happens 

· the focus of the show is the music and the presenter, who is usually a personality

· music, chat, guests, phone-ins etc
Possible, but:

- for internet - need to clear each item of music separately

- phone-ins would need to be set up (small live listener pool)

Magazine programme, eg.Radio 4's Woman's Hour, The Food Programme
· presenter and live guest(s) are in the studio as it happens

· has several different items which can be about slightly different things - like a magazine

· includes live and pre-recorded items

· often part of a regular series, eg. daily, weekly
The most suitable:

- involves input from several people and several different kinds of contribution

- gives experience of a range of radio formats and techniques

- flexible: items can be replaced relatively easily if required

Live (or 'as-live') presenter-led speech show

eg. Radio 4's The Message, Midweek etc
· live in the studio, or pre-recorded all in one go as if live

· the presenter leads a couple of discussions with a panel of guests, usually on a theme or linked themes

· may include one or two pre-recorded items, eg. vox pops, as examples 
Possible, especially if one or more of you have a particular interest in a topic and have access to good guests

- needs good research and forward planning

Full debate or discussion, 

eg. Radio 4's

Any Questions, Bookclub
· led by a presenter who is skilled in leading discussions

· generally live or 'as live' 

· discussion takes place as naturally as possible, eg. in a community meeting room/ sitting room, rather than in a studio

· participants can include people who don't normally take part in radio, eg. as the audience or putting the questions 
Possible, especially if one or more of you have a particular interest in a topic and have access to good panel guests

- needs good research and forward planning

- needs editing time and resources

Documentary

eg. Radio 4's File On 4
· carefully researched pre-recorded programme in which the presenter analyses a topic in depth, usually interviewing experts
We don't have the resources to support anyone making a documentary from scratch for the pilot series - but you are welcome to offer a completed one eg. from coursework - up to 30 mins

Plus:

Comedy
· live, 'as live' or pre-recorded

· stand-up, sketches etc
Live and 'as live' possible

Completed items welcome

Drama
· pre-recorded

· wide range of different types of drama
Completed items welcome, especially original drama

Readings
· pre-recorded

· from published work or written specially

· read by the author or an actor/presenter
Original readings welcome

Readings of published works need full copyright clearance

